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CHAIRMANôS REPORT 
It has again been a very active year for the Association.  Tournaments, coaching, and competitions have kept 
our volunteers very busy and challenged.  Juniors, Seniors and Masters have had a full season of 
competition.  You will see later in this report that there have been some good team and individual successes, 
but it is fair to say that we are not at the winning heights of the past. 

If it wasnôt for our coaches, team managers and volunteers, much of what happens across the Association 
would not happen. We ended last year by not being able to confirm that our bank account had been 
transferred to the new treasurer Leanne.  However, that is all sorted and now working well. 

The senior competition was better organised than last year by BE but there were still a few issues with split 
venues and distances players were expected to travel.  As accommodation costs are so high it is vital that 
team managers have as much notice as possible of venues to get the best prices by booking early. As last 
year, the teams selected for each of our 6 (includes 17-21 ECC team) senior teams at the start of the season 
underwent quite a few changes before a match was actually played.  All season players were asked to move 
up teams and in the end the teams were not always at their strongest.  However, a huge thank you to those 
players who were willing to change their plans and move up or step in at the last minute and to all the Team 
Managers for sorting out some tricky situations. Players who say they can play in the three basic weekends 
when selected need to commit to these (unless itôs an emergency of course). Team Managers have done an 
excellent job again and the County teams are lucky to have them.   

It has been another busy year for junior coaching, training and competitions.  Ashley Reed and the Schools 
and Youth Committee, team managers (Helen Calverley, Ashley Reed, Paul Sibson and Nathan Hale), Match 
Secretary Dave Wobey & tournament organiser Janet Wobey have worked very hard to ensure many 
opportunities were provided for our juniors.  Ashley took responsibility for organising his first Summer School 
last August which was a great success and it is scheduled to happen again this August.  Richard Morris, from 
Sheffield, is now part of the YBA Junior Team Managerôs WhatsApp group as are coaches from other 
Yorkshire Centres.  It is hoped that there will be better coordination of countywide activities and selection 
moving forward.  

The Masters players have had another very busy year and there have been some superb individual 
successes highlighted in the Masterôs Report.  Jenny Greensmith was the Masters Gold tournament organiser 
this year which also included Yorkshire hosting the McCoig England v Scotland international match on the 
Friday.  The entry was huge, more than last year but Jenny, Roger Cook (organiser and referee) and all the 
other volunteers are to be congratulated on delivering a very successful tournament which raised the largest 
surplus ever generated from this event.  

Janet Wobey, Roger Cook, Nicola Read, and many helpers have organised and ran a good number of senior 
tournaments this year, some which have again made a healthy surplus to plough back into County activity.   

The surpluses generated from our tournament activity are the main source of the countyôs income which 
enables it to meet all its costs which are mainly in relation to competition and coaching activity.  The YBA 
County fee income we receive from BE when players affiliate doesnôt provide much income at all in 
comparison to tournament income, mainly because the number of affiliated players has declined and is very 
small in relation to the actual number of clubs and players there are in Yorkshire as a whole.  Probably more 
than 90% of the latter are not affiliated to their National Governing Body.  

Thank you to Lucy Kidd for organising the Yorkshire League again and a very special thank you to Roger 
Cook for being on hand at York on all weekends to oversee the matches and to provide the shuttles. A few 
teams had problems finding players and had to pull their teams but hopefully with new entries the leagues 
will still have a complement of teams this coming season. 

Thanks to Babolat that has continued to sponsor the county giving a discount on shuttles and kit. Thanks to 
Sion Kingston for overseeing the distribution of kit to players and to Harrogate Racquets Club for providing a 
storage space for the county kit. Finally, a big thank you to the members of the Yorkshire Council who have 
worked so hard to support the County and to all those volunteers across all age groups for their dedicated 
work this year.     

 

Gordon Milne   Chairman     2023-2024 



 
Schools and Youth Report 2023-2024 

Another exciting season as Chair of the Schools and Youth (Junior) Committee has drawn to a close. A 
complex season for all juniors this year with plenty of opportunities to excel with a change of competitive 
philosophy. A dynamic year where through intervention, appreciation and recognition for junior success the 
junior committee was engaged in numerous area meetings. 
 
The new philosophy is to focus on one goal ï the U18 ICT. This development has ensured that the ability of 
the player is considered first before age. The infancy of this change in strategy was a little confusing for 
parents, players and even some managers but has now settled and is working well. The players are now 
challenged in their performance and given the opportunity to be the best they can be and, in some cases, 
senior competition. 
 
There have been a couple of serious injuries this season for the girls resulting in them requiring operations 
and rehabilitation. This is being monitored closely to ensure that players are not over training or competing 
too much 
 
In September, the Team Managers were involved in Team Selection and Coaching groups for the up -
coming season and this selection is extended to any coach across the region. The age groups no longer 
made sense, so we renamed the squads: 
 
Aspirationals   Helen Calverley 
Invincibles  Ashley Reed 
Inspirationals  Paul Sibson 
Shining Stars  Nathan Hale 
 
I must first thank Nicola Read who continues to work tirelessly for the junior squad ensuring that events are 
communicated to all players whilst still maintaining the senior responsibilities. She has also been the main 
administrator for the Summer School which is a massive piece of work. 
 
Leanne Noone the Yorkshire Treasurer has full access to managing the finances of the County and has 
certainly relinquished some pressure from Nicola and myself. 
 
Dave and Janet Wobey also continue to support the Team Managers by booking venues, arranging fixtures 
and supporting the numerous tournaments across the year. These events would not take place without 
these two ï a BIG THANK YOU 
 
Another big event this year was the RIO which was back to its best. The event was back in its rightful place 
in January, hotel fully booked, venue, disco and evening meal. All counties really enjoyed the event, the 
support and true pre-ICT event for all the Counties. 
  
The U18 ICT was more prepared this year but Yorkshire lost 3 key players through unforeseen 
eventualities, however despite this, they performed outstandingly and were in the rightful position this year 
in the final group. Leinster just a little strong for the team we had out.  
 
Lastly the team managers ï these people put their lives on hold whilst organising training, squad events, 
collaborating on team selection and keeping all the players and parents content with the progress and 
opportunities. THANK YOU ï these people make such a difference. 
 
Now the Summer School ï I was the lead during the week with Alex Marritt being the lead coach. There 
was an award to 2 coaches who had over 30 years of coaching at the Summer school and we had a fresh 
new pastoral team which really settled the younger ones this year. The school was a great success with 
great attendance and a great set of coaches. Bring on 2024 camp! 
 
Parents are so important, without them and their commitment we would not have the number of players that 
we do. We do need to engage with them more and encourage them to support the tournaments by 
volunteering to run the events.  
 Ashley Reed  (Schools and Youth Chair) 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


